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Born in Aomori City in 1948 as a twin brother. In 1962, while in his second year of
junior high school, he began his apprenticeship under Kitagawa Keizo, the 2nd
gen. Nebuta Grandmaster. In 1965, he built his first large-size Nebuta alongside

his twin brother. 1978, they started making large-size Nebuta again. In 2012, he

was inducted as the 6th gen. Nebuta Grandmaster.

NEBUCO Exhibition

D83 XW130 X H106cm
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Born in Kizukuri Town (currently part of Tsugaru City) in 1959. He began his
apprenticeship under Chiba Sakuryu, the 5th gen. Nebuta Grandmaster. He
started constructing large-size Nebuta floats in 1989. In 2023, he was inducted
as the 7th gen. Nebuta Grandmaster. He is the director of the Takenami Hiroo
Nebuta Research Institute, where he carries out research and creation of

Aomori Nebuta, and also explores the possibilities of Nebuta as “paper and

light sculpture”.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D90 XW125XH90cm

17



18

;“: 1; ‘j‘ % ED% KITAMURA Renmei

RAEICE > THEBDORIRIE . RO AR ZEDIPTLOBED
THY BA=OGZEDOYEZSIZAUEDHODKELEF THS.

SEONEBUCOIR. . EICH LK MA THREMBIDPE VAL EDOLS K
BEICTIOD FERES AV I XICIDDIEDICEZADZDEHL
W BFEREENA BTREORALEERALEVHAIRVEZ DT
<R EWER-S £,

1948FERFOHBE L TERMICEENS NZAED SBTRIRMEY 218819625
RE2F TIINE= (B2 2728 AN) ICEIE. 1965F IC BB TR K7z & HilfE. LI&
FIEZIRIET 5. 1978F &K Y KB B R 7= DFIEZ B,

Born in Aomori City in 1948 as a twin brother. In 1962, while in his second year
of junior high school, he began his apprenticeship under Kitagawa Keizo, the

2nd gen. Nebuta Grandmaster. In 1965, he built his first large-size Nebuta

alongside his twin brother. 1978, they started making large-size Nebuta again.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D106 XW114 X H95cm
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Born in Aomori City in 1962. He became an apprentice of 5th gen. Nebuta Grand-

master Chiba Sakuryu in 1976. He began building large-size Nebuta in 1987.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D90 XW123 X H89cm
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Born in Aomori City. Studied under Ichinohe Isei and Akimoto Kosei. He has

been building large-size Nebuta since 2005.

¥[BESBL&IHV) R EBRA—E(E4LLILNPEI L,

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D90 XW120 X H83cm
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Born in Aomori City in 1978. He is a descendant of the First gen. Nebuta Grandmaster,
Kitagawa Kinzaburo, and apprenticed under Ishiya Susumu. He began building

large-size Nebuta in 2007.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D90 X'W120 X H87cm
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Born in Aomori City in 1981 as a son of Nebuta artisan Kitamura Renmei. He fully

committed to his apprenticeship under his father in 2007. He began building

large-size Nebuta in 2011.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D90 XW120 X H90cm
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Born in Aomori City in 1982 and is the first female Nebuta artisan in the history of
Nebuta. In 2007, she was impressed by the large-size Nebuta “Shotoku Taishi”
created by her father (the 6th gen. Nebuta Grandmaster Kitamura Takashi) and
decided to become a Nebuta artisan.She has been creating large-size Nebuta
since 2012.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D67 XW132 X H140cm
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Born in Aomori City in 1985. When he was a 2nd year junior high school

student, he began his apprenticeship under Uchiyama Ryusei. A graduate of

Hirosaki University, he was first employed for 4 years at his alma mater, Aomori
Technical High School. In 2013, he made his debut building large-size Nebuta.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D103 XW132 XH97cm
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Born in Aomori City in 1975. In 1980, he was deeply moved by the 3rd gen.
Nebuta Grandmaster, Sato Denzou. Since 2001, he has been apprenticing under

the 7th gen. Nebuta Grandmaster, Takenami Hiroo. He has been making

large-size Nebuta since 2014.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D75XW100 X H97cm
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Born in Aomori City in 1968. He apprenticed under the 5th gen. Nebuta Grand-

master, Chiba Sakuryu. He has been making large-size Nebuta since 2017.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D103 XW146 X H84cm
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Born in Aomori City in 1989. Since 2017, he has been apprenticing under the 5th
gen. Nebuta Grandmaster, Chiba Sakuryu. He is the Chiba's last apprentice. He

has been making large-size Nebuta since 2022.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D90 XW161XH101cm
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Born in Goshogawara City in 1981. He learned to make Nebuta floats at the Gashokai, an
organization for the making of Nebuta. Since 2008, he has been making Tachineputa for
Goshogawara City's summer festival, and he also looks after and maintains the three large

Tachineputa. He has been making large-size Nebuta since 2023.

*[BESDPL &PV IR BRA—E(E 4RI LZN P BT LE.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D103 XW144 X H90cm

39



40

B AN A fE TSUKAMOTO Rika

BO@EE|ZGEA FHEVWDDRRADEIAICL>TOERIESH
%.ZD5| NI 25RENDRIB . BPHPAEBEHNIETOEFEDH Y.
BRABSTROESETERRFZRE S . ZOMBIBRDERF ML
PBEOAERAPTENRER > TS BREFUMITTIRLAE
D.ZENVWEREBRERCHPHENREERS,

1985FEFEREBHHAEEN [RRFEORT -5 v T .OBICHIEL & B ACFEE (648
RATZLBAN) DERICEB U B RERMOEICES ZEEZRBEL.BFAY2023F &Y
KB R 7=z FlE.

Born in Nakadomari Town in 1985. She decided to become a Nebuta artisan
when she saw and was moved by the work of the man who would later become
the 6th gen. Nebuta Grandmaster, Kitamura Takashi, at the Nebuta Museum WA
RASSE. She later became Kitamura Takashi's apprentice, and has been making

large-size Nebuta of her own since 2023.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D90 XW125XH90cm
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VISEBFRERAMINIETEEN.2003FHSTMRIEBR (BT B REHAN) ICHIZE,
2023F & W) KB N7z z H 1k,

Born in Goshogawara City in 1975. Since 2003, he has been apprenticing under

Takenami Hiroo, the 7th gen. Nebuta Grandmaster. He has been making

large-size Nebuta since 2023.

NEBUCO Exhibition 1

D104 X W80 X H87cm
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NEBUCO Exhibition 1
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Modern Ikebana Artist /Ryuseiha Ikebana Master

KIKUCHI Sen’yo

Lives and works in Aomori City, and has exhibited
plastic three-dimensional artwork since 1988.
Inspired by natural plant life, she works not only
with plants, but a variety of other materials as
well. She has participated in many solo and
collaborative exhibitions of installations, invitations

from other schools, and outdoor exhibitions.

{The Seeds of Waves) GENDIE)
BU .71 Y- AF—I
W250 X D85XH85cm. 20244
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NEBUCO Exhibition 1
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Painter
KIDO Eiji

Born in Aomori City in 1983. He is currently creating and
presenting his artwork while teaching at Aomori Chuo
Junior College Department of Infant Care and Education.
He uses two different techniques in his artwork: pen draw-
ings and knife-carving drawings. He is often inspired by the
“forms” and “shapes” of nature, and his main motives are

standing stones and trees.

| ST 2
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NEBUCO Exhibition 1
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Animator/ Filmmaker / Illustrator
MAYAMA Mammy

Lives and works in Aomori City. He is a member
of the Japan Animation Association (JAA) and

the Japan Society of Animation Studies

(JSAS). After working for a graphic design
office and an advertising agency, he has been
freelancing since 1996. In addition to his

usual activities in mainly advertising-focused

u
commercial production and character creation, NE BUCO
* FESTIVAL 1990

he also presents the works of the animation .
unit “Bomb for 64”, which he runs collabora-
tively with Ikeda Bakuhatsuro (director of
“PiNMeN”) and Morita Hiroyuki(director of

“The Cat Returns”).

AOMORI

NERUCS

_ FESTIVAL 2024

gx.

NEBUCOZ O E—* 3 V&), 45335%). 20244
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NEBUCO Exhibition 1
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DJ Linus

Born in Aomori City in 2014, and
became interested in multilingualism at
the age of 4. In addition to creating
artwork using letters, he also creates
computer-generated moving images
and music, and his activities are often
featured on TV and in newspapers, etc.
He started holding solo exhibitions
from 2023.

Video Works DJ LINUS
Music DJ LINUS

Special Thanks
Photograph Koji Nishikawa
Nebuta Bayashi Naofumi Waku
and Aomori wa no Kai

({NEBUCO x DJ LINUS Nebuta Remix) E7#.3%12%.20245
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(dot-art)
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Dots Artist

SAITO Papico

Born in Ajigasawa Town in 1976. Lives and works in Tsuruta Town. Repre-
sentative Design L’oiseau Blue. Drawn to the world of Aboriginal art, she

taught herself how to create dot art.

NEBUCO Exhibition 2

(BHRE~RBEDEN)
(NEBUTA dot)
a7z IUE

%&53X45.5cm. 202445

(GE#r HAORIY
(terra art)

53X45.5cm. 20244
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NEBUCO Exhibition 2

AOMORI PROT 400TH
since 1624

Yy FAHXI MARU FTEM
{next Aomori Port) (BFHREMOOE—#KME) GERED)

EH Bk 17 B — R SEED DESIGN
(ABFNEE) {Aomori minato in summer)

JAGDA (Japan Graphic Designers Association)

Professional association of graphic designers with approximately 3,000 members
throughout Japan. Currently, 17 designers are active as Aomori members. The
Aomori region regularly holds events to promote local design together with
designers in the prefecture who are not members. Volunteer members also

participate in local initiatives and corporate branding.
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Photographer

NISHIKAWA Koji

Representative STUDIO-2GRAM. Lives and works
in Aomori City. He is a member of the Aomori
Advertising Photographers Association (AAPA).
Since becoming independent in 2004, he has been
shooting a variety of photos and videos, mainly
commercial photography, but also sales
promotions, Internet, mass media, magazines,

personal portraits, and so on.
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Graphic designer

CHIBA Reiko

Born in Aomori City in 1977. After working at a
design office in Sendai, she returned to Aomori and
worked at another design office here. She currently
works as a freelance designer, designing logos,
posters, flyers, product packages, characters, and
more. She has also worked as a design advisor,

workshop lecturer, and so on.
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TSUKURIDAS Inc.

(MARU, KUDO Tomoya, HATTORI Yoshihiko)

A design company in Aomori, Japan,
that provides graphic design, region-
al design, branding, and art produc-

tion.
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AOMORI The AOMORI NEBUCO FESTIVAL

focused on the "form of expression”

I ‘ E B U co within the finer details and "techniques"
FESTIVAL quintessential to Nebuta*', utilized to

depict water, flames, creatures, weap-
202 4 ons, clothing, adornments, and patterns

on the floats. NEBUCO*? created by 15

Nebuta artisans were on display alongside works by local artists and cre-
ators. Additionally, these NEBUCOs were used as the basis for the de-
velopment of new products in conjunction with young creators of various
fields who are active in Aomori.

The year of 2024 marks the 60th anniversary of the Memorial Ship
Hakkoda Maru's service*3, and 2025-2026 marks the 400th anniversary
of the birth of Minato-machi Aomori*4. In commemoration of these mile-
stones, NEBUCOs worked created under the theme of “Waves” were on

display.

k1 Nebuta is the float, which is an important centerpiece of the Nebuta Festival, a well-known
summer festival in Aomori, and was designated as an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Asset of
Japan in 1980.

2 Differing from the complete Nebuta float, the NEBUCOs are works that express only a "part" of the
final product made using the unique creative Nebuta techniques. We also added CO to the end of
"NEBU" in Nebuta to make NEBUCO. CO represents "collaboration, cooperation" and the
innovative "concept" embodied by NEBUCO. Also, we often attach the suffix "-kko” to names of
things when speaking in the local Tsugaru dialect.

*3 The Seikan Liaison Ship, completed in 1964, celebrated its 60th anniversary on July 31st, 2024,
so commemorative events had been planned for this special moment.

*k4 In honor of the "400th anniversary of the opening of Aomori Port" and the "400th anniversary of
Aomori’s city development" in 2025 and 2026 respectively, the "Minato-machi Aomori 400th
Anniversary Celebration" will be held. An organization will be created to carry on the cherished
local culture, traditions, and history; raise awareness of port-centered city planning; and create a
lively and collaborative environment for various organizations to execute commemorative projects.

Program Data

Periods:

July 31- August 12, 2024

Venues:

Seikan Ferry Memorial Ship Hakkodamaru
Aomori Station East-West Passage

Organized by:
m 2024 AOMORI NEBUCO FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

Aomori Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Aomori Tourism and Convention Association / Aomori Nebuta Festival Council

Aomori Contemporary Art Centre, Aomori Public University

Aomori City Cultural and Tourism Promotion Group (General Incorporated Association)
Aomori Arts Council

Specified nonprofit organization Aomori Minato Club

Artist in Residence Supporters (A.I.R.S)

® Aomori City
B Aomori Board of Education

In cooperation with:

Aomori International Relations Voluntary Association (AIVA)
Digital Hollywood Studio Aomori
Specified nonprofit organization Aomori Minato Club
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Participating Creators

in no particular order, titles omitted

{ NEBUCO Creators (Nebuta artisans) )

KITAMURA TAKENAMI KITAMURA UCHIYAMA OHSHIRO
Takashi Hiroo Renmei Ryusei Gako
6th gen. Grandmaster  7th gen. Grandmaster

: ;'ﬁh. \ | N {
o )

SUWA KITAMURA KITAMURA TATSUTA TEZUKA
Makoto Shun’ichi Asako Ryuho Shigeki

HAYASHI YOSHIMACHI FUKUSHI TSUKAMOTO NOMURA
Hiromi Yuki Hiroaki Rika Takashi

 Collaborating Artists and Creators )

KIKUCHI Sen’yo (Modern lkebana Artist / Ryuseiha lkebana Master)

KIDO Eiji (Painter)

MAYAMA Mammy (Animator/Filmmaker/ lllustrator)

SAITO Papico (Dot Artist)

Members of JAGDA in the Aomori Region (JAGDA/Japan Graphic Design Association Inc.)
NISHIKAWA Koji (Photographer, STUDIO-2GRAM)

MARU (coNEBUCO Creator, TSUKURIDAS Inc.)

KUDO Tomoya (coNEBUCO Creator, TSUKURIDAS Inc.)

CHIBA Reiko (Graphic Designer)

DJ Linus

Projects of the NEBUCO festival 2024

INEBUCO Exhibition 1
Venue: Vehicle Deck of The Memorial Ship Hakkoda Maru

Exhibition of 15 Nebuta artisans and 5 creators.

INEBUCO Exhibition 2
Venue: Vehicle Deck of The Memorial Ship Hakkoda Maru

Artworks incorporating paper that was taken from Nebuta floats,
posters that draw inspiration from Aomori’s past as a small port
town, and other creative works are on display.

INEBUCO Workshops

Venue: Large Multipurpose Hall of The Memorial Ship
Hakkoda Maru

Take part in a coNEBUCO (small-scale NEBUCO)
workshop. Paint pre-made coNEBUCO or try
attaching the paper before painting. Both options
were supervised by professional staff and used
materials that incorporate the theme of waves.

I Global Sign Display

Signs written in multiple languages by Higashi Junior High School
Art Club, Kohata Elementary School Students, and others were
displayed to welcome international guests.

ENEBUCO Products

Original products designed by graphic designers who
drew inspiration from the NEBUCO and Aomori’s past
as a small port town were available for purchase.

B Relative Showcase

Venue: Aomori Station East-West Passage
Periods: July 1— 31, 2024

“The Place Where Waves Are Born—Record from Construction”

A showcase showing the NEBUCO at different stages of their
construction which photographed by Nishikawa Koji.
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